
 

 

COMMISSIONER WORK SESSION OF FEBRUARY 18, 2015 

 

The Work Session of February 18, 2015 was called to order at 6:32 p.m. and the open 

public notice announcement was read by the Borough Administrator.  In attendance 

were Mayor Kasko, Commissioner Moscatelli and Commissioner Rochford, the Borough 

Administrator, the Solicitor and Borough Clerk. 

 

The Open Public Comment period was announced by the Administrator.  

 

The Administrator reviewed a request to put stop signs at the intersection for Redman 

and Barberry Avenues, which is currently a yield intersection.  The neighbors are 

complaining that a stop sign is needed.  It was pointed out that there are pedestrian 

crossings on all four corners of the intersection.  She then briefly reviewed a draft 

ordinance which included the change with the Commissioners.  After a brief discussion 

the Commissioners agreed to add this ordinance to the February 24, 2015 meeting 

agenda. 

 

The Commissioners then reviewed a request for a pinwheel garden at Borough Hall during 

Child Abuse Month in April.  The Commissioners agreed to allow such a garden for one 

month only, with the caveat that they are careful of the new vegetation.  Additionally, 

the Commissioners agreed that this organization can put a real estate size sign up so 

people will know what the pinwheel garden is about. 

 

The Administrator then reviewed the status of the draft Bee Ordinance.  The 

Environmental Commission is working on language recommendations for the 

Commissioners to review.  The Commissioners agreed to hold off introducing the 

ordinance so that these recommendations could be reviewed at their next regularly 

scheduled work session. 

 

The Borough Solicitor review changes he has made to the draft commercial filming 

ordinance.  The Commissioners agreed to add this ordinance to the February 24, 2015 

Commissioner Meeting agenda.  The Commissioners expressed concerns that this 

ordinance would impact non-profit companies, news agencies and students from 

filming.  The Solicitor explained that this ordinance was for commercial filming only. 

 

The Commissioners reviewed various potential projects for the Year 37 Community 

Development Block Grant (CDBG).  They agreed to get a wish list for the Mabel Kay 

facility.  Commissioner Rochford also suggested the possibility of doing work at the 65 

Club building, which is owned by the Borough.  Mayor Kasko asked if there were still curb 

cuts that could be done.  The Administrator replied that there are always curb cuts that 

could be done. 

 

The Administrator then reviewed a draft Coalition on Affordable Housing 

(COAH)/Redevelopment Fee ordinance.  Specifically reviewed was who is responsible 

for paying this redevelopment fee; the homeowner or the developer.    Commissioner 

Moscatelli stated that he wanted to make sure that it is clear who owes the money to the 

borough.  The Administrator replied that the property owner would be responsible.  If the 

property owner had an agreement with a developer that would be between those two 



 

 

entities.  In reference to Section §63-26(D) Mayor Kasko asked if the issuance of a 

temporary Certificate of Occupancy should be included in this section.  The 

Administrator will look into this and include if necessary.  The Solicitor was asked to review 

the draft ordinance, who also suggested that the Borough’s COAH Professionals review 

the document, too.  The Commissioners agreed that if the Professionals all agreed with 

the document then it would be added to the February 24, 2015 meeting agenda. 

 

The February 24, 2015 meeting agenda was reviewed. Whether or not the Civil Rights 

resolution remains on the agenda will be researched and dealt with appropriately. 

 

The Administrator then reviewed the Library Renovations/Addition bids that were opened 

at 10:00 a.m. today.  The low bid was $1.739 million.  She noted that there is nothing we 

can cut out of this bid to further reduce the price.  Additionally, the architect agrees that 

it is not beneficial to go back out to bid.  It is not known why these bids are coming in so 

high.  She suggested doing another bond to make up the difference.  She further 

announced that the Library Board of Trustees have enough money to pay for all of the 

alternates, although, they will be discussing whether or not to include the window 

replacement or hold off on that for the borough to do at a later date.  Commissioner 

Moscatelli asked if we knew anything about the low bidder.  The Administrator replied 

that the borough has not worked with this company and we do not know at this time if 

the architect has.  She recommended that the additional bond be for an amount of not 

less than $400,000.  We will hold the award until the bond is adopted and the estopple 

period has passed.  The Commissioners agreed to add a bond in the amount of $400,000 

to the February 24, 2014 meeting agenda. 

 

Mayor Kasko, in his report on the Partnership for Haddonfield, LLC (PfH) activities, stated 

that the Uncorked event was a success.  The Commissioners then reviewed a request 

from PfH to change the start time of the upcoming Pet-A-Palooza event, which was 

approved at the February 10th Commissioner Meeting, from 11:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m.  The 

Solicitor noted that there is no need to formally amend the resolution since the time is not 

being extended. 

 

Mayor Kasko then announced that he has been in talks with the Philadelphia Museum of 

Art, who contacted him about an outdoor art display.  They want to do reproduction of 

pieces of their art for display in various communities.  Haddonfield is the only New Jersey 

town that they reached out to at this time.  The installation would be May 15th and would 

be up for three (3) months; until August 15th.  The Museum would do a whole PR campaign 

at their expense.  Additionally they insure the artwork.  He stated that he thinks this would 

be a good thing to do.  The Museum is looking for 12 locations in Haddonfield.  He has 

been looking at locations from the Bancroft property down to the pocket park at Chews 

landing Road, with additional locations at the library point or Markheim Art Center on 

Lincoln Avenue.  He has reached out to Stuart Harting to help with choosing the locations, 

which needs to be provided to the Museum.  Commissioner Rochford asked if the Historic 

Preservation Commission should be included in something like this.  Mayor Kasko agreed 

that they should be informed, but since this does not affect any building it does not 

require their approval.  The Administrator also noted that these displays will not be 

permanent structures.  The Mayor stated that each piece would be themed to the area 

where it is placed.  Commissioner Rochford asked if there should be any concerns about 



 

 

the appropriateness of the displays, to which the Mayor replied that each piece would 

be approved by the Board of Commissioners.  Mayor Kasko then stated that he likes this 

idea and would like to move forward with it.  Commissioner Moscatelli asked if the 

businesses would possibly object to these displays.  Mayor Kasko replied that the displays 

would be spread around the downtown to appropriate places without blocking the view 

to any storefronts.  Mr. Harting is already putting a list together, that will be reviewed by 

the Commissioners prior to being sent to the Philadelphia Museum of Art.  He finished by 

noting that this is being done on a trial basis.  Additionally, there will be promotion tie-ins 

to the Museum.  The Commissioners agreed to this in concept at this time. 

 

The Commissioners then reviewed the issues with the retaining wall in the right-of-way on 

Washington Avenue.  Commissioner Moscatelli stated that the Shade Tree Commission 

(STC) is looking to plant some more shade trees, possibly in this area.  There are some 

compensatory trees that need to be planted on this property and as there is no park strip 

there they would have to go where this wall is.  He noted that the developer has no 

problem with removing this wall.  Commissioner Moscatelli noted that while the 

Commissioners are looking at requiring a sidewalk inspection at the time of a property 

transfer, items such as this could also be included in the inspection at the same time.  The 

Administrator commented that we would have to prove that such a wall was not the 

Borough's, which is not always easy to do, otherwise it becomes the Borough's 

responsibility.  It was suggested that at minimum the new property owner could sign off 

on something that states they take ownership of any hardscape items in the borough 

right-of-way.  The difference here is that trees will be planted there.  The Commissioners 

agreed that the wall needs to be removed. 

 

The vacant homes ordinances from the Borough of Audubon was reviewed.  The Borough 

Solicitor suggested going into closed session for attorney-client privilege discussions on 

this topic.  The Commissioners agreed to hold this discussion at the end of the meeting 

when they go into closed session to discuss other items. 

 

The Administrator reviewed a recent meeting she and the Police Chief had with the 

Manager of Haddonfield Manor on Linden Avenue with regards to the parking issues at 

the PATCO Station.  She noted that the Manager is adamant about getting on street 

parking for the tenants.  Currently we do not know how many people are parking illegally 

from the apartment building in PATCO.  The Manager is suggesting that he will need 

about 65 permits.  The Solicitor stated that it is a commercial property owner’s 

responsibility to provide parking to their tenants.  Whether or not the Borough would need 

to amend our ordinance to provide for this specific circumstance was reviewed.  The 

Administrator pointed out that per the Police Chief each vehicle has to be registered, by 

law, to that address before a permit can be issued a possible compromise could be to 

have the residents park in the PATCO lot closer to Allen Avenue and the Borough would 

have to indemnify PATCO.  The Commissioners agreed to have the Administrator discuss 

this possibility with PATCO. 

 

A discussion on Commissioner's priorities for 2015 was moved to a future work session. 

 

There were no discussions held on the 2015 budget. 

 



 

 

The Administrator reviewed a request from the Environmental Commission/Sustainable 

Haddonfield to move the Earth Day celebrations from Crows Woods to Kings Court.    They 

would want to erect at least one 10x10 tent with tables and chairs.  Their event is 

scheduled for April 25th.  The Commissioners agreed to this move on a trial basis, as long 

as nothing else is already scheduled there.  They are also asking for "parklets" using an 

existing parking space between 10:00 a.m. and 2:00 p.m. to set something up that can 

be moved around.  Commissioners agreed to allow this “parklet” for Earth Day.  

Additionally, Police approval will be required for safety reasons for the “parklet”. 

 

The Commissioners were informed that Clark Caton & Hintz is continuing to work on the 

Sustainable Element.  The Administrator provided a draft objectives list to the 

Commissioners and asked that they review it and make their comments.  The goal is to 

adopt this at the May Planning Board meeting.  It was noted that this document is to just 

present concepts and ideas; it will be much more detailed when done. 

 

Mayor Kasko announced that he had received a resignation letter from one of the 

members of the Haddonfield Neighborhood Dispute Mediation group.  He asked if this 

group should be disbanded.  After some discussion it was agreed to leave this group in 

place at this time. 

 

The Mayor then stated that the League of Municipalities is looking for ideas on seminars.  

Commissioner Rochford suggested a discussion on unfunded mandates from the State.  

The Commissioners agreed to provide Mayor Kasko with any additional suggestions. 

 

Commissioner Rochford made a motion to go into closed session at 8:10 p.m. to discuss 

pending litigation on the Campling case, the Paramount lawsuit, as well as other 

attorney-client privilege items.  Mayor Kasko seconded the motion.  The Commissioners 

approved the motion unanimously. 

 

The Commissioners returned from closed session at 9:13 p.m.   

 

Commissioner Rochford stated that the Fortnightly has come to him to discuss financial 

issues they were having due to their membership and hall rentals being down over 

previous years.  They asked about the possibility of offering their rentals valet service 

utilizing borough lots.  Commissioner Rochford asked if there was anywhere the Fortnightly 

could go to get funds to help run the facility.  The Commissioners agreed to look into this. 

 

Mayor Kasko made a motion to adjourn the meeting at 9:21 p.m., which was seconded 

by Commissioner Rochford.  The motion was approved unanimously. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

 

Deanna Bennett 

Borough Clerk 

  


